- 
Born in Mont Cerf Quebec on September 2, 1903

· Parents John Babtist and Margerete Cousineau

· Siblings: Louisa, Rosa, Amanda, Ferdinand, Lucien, Arthur (died) [maybe have been others who died as infants)
· Went to a one classroom school that went till grade 8 until he finished grade 8

· When he was older he took some winters off school to work with his father in a lumber camp)

· When he finished school he worked at the lumber camp

· Moved to Detroit in April 1923

· Had minimum English skills (was proficient enough to read the paper 6 months later) 

· Had an opportunity to work as an apprentice making tools for the automobile tools (was “too dumb to take [it]”) for $0.45/hour
· Instead worked at a foundry (“worst job you can get”) where it was hot and always smelled of gas

· Worked for Dodge “trimming” (finishing the body by putting metal on top of the wooden frame)
· After he had been in Detroit for a while and while working for Dodge, started an electricians course

· Course was 6 months long, 3 nights a week

· Met Pete (Lillian’s uncle) at electricians course

· Pete had a car and a brother who lived in Florida so Pete and Grandpa decided to go there for a while

· Quit job at Dodge

· Was in Florida during prohibition from fall to spring

· Had a job mixing mortar and carrying bricks for brick layers (had to go up a ladder carrying 16 bricks on a sling)

· Returned to Detroit and did odd jobs

· Boarded in the same place as Pete

· Sometime during this time Grandpa bought a 1923 model-T

· Had a job for Bridges (sp?) (which made car bodies; mainly for Ford) wiring conduit into the concrete ceiling at the plant (“never worked harder in my life”)
· Lillian came to Detroit to see grandmother

· Grandpa and Lillian both worked at Hudson (she on the line & him making seats)

· Met Lillian in November 1928, married in April 20th  1929
· Married at same time in same church as brother

· Had to wait to get married because needed to wait for Lillian’s mother to approve (old laws and slow mail) and until the end of lent)

· Bought a 1928 Chevrolet for $400 (“was a nice car”)

· For financial reasons left Detroit and moved west through Montana doing harvesting as they traveled, brother Lou and sister-in-law Loraine did the same but separately
· Put hinges on seats of car to fold them down to sleep

· Asked permission to let farmers let them park during night, only 1 person ever said no and most people fed them breakfast)

· Harvesting paid $3/day + room and board, no pay if it rained (vs. $0.50/hour max pay in Detroit)

· Crossed the border and went to Manitoba
· Met a brother’s (Lou) friend in a church near Winnipeg, told him that his brother was working just on the other side of the Red River
· Found brother working on a farm for a blacksmith

· Blacksmith pointed them to Wide Water for work

· It is likely that the men went “freight” to Wide Water while the women drove
· And then Saskatchewan (paid $4/day harvesting there)

· Ended up in Wide Water Alberta
· In wide water fished for money

· Hunted for moose and deer for food in the winter
· Would walk back to cabin and then come back to get deer using dog sled

· Leo born March 26 1932 (at home, nurse present)
· Margo born August 17 1933 (at home, nurse present)
· Had lab named “Prince” who weighed close to 100lbs
· Helen Rumly came over once for supper. Lent her a jacket for the trip home. Dog followed her for the entire (1 mile) trip, periodically biting and tugging at jacket

· Also sometime worked at a lumbermill and then on the railroad

· Bob Ladley was fishing partner (had boat and nets, nice guy)

· First time out at Frouard caught 2500lb of pickerel and 500lbs of white fish, $0.035/lbs pickerel, $0.05/lbs white fish

· Never got a catch that good again

· Built cabin (cost $32 for windows, nails, etc)

· When Leo was around 4 he had a tonsillectomy, Grandpa took a pumper car 20 miles to get him icecream (he had to push it off tracks to avoid trains)
· Cecile born August 18 1936 (at home, nurse present)

· Had money problems so traded car for 5 minks (couldn’t afford gas or licensing)
· ~1938, sold minks to pay for wife and kids train fair to Quebec (sole away in coal car himself)

· Worked at Sawmill (called kilgour)

· Rented farm in Barnston (~5 miles from Quadacook) from father-in-law
· Moved to Montreal (around 1941-1942)

· Lived in Point St. Charles

· Poorest area of Montreal (now very trendy)

· House was rented (2 bedrooms, no bath, no sink in bathroom, rats would come out of toilet)

· Last 2 kids born while living here (born in Verdun hospital)
· Andree Feb 26 1949

· Helen Feb 2 1950

· Worked at ammunition factory looking after machine that put the auto feeding grooves on machine gun bullets

· Worked for US ferry command (started before the US joined the war), who would bring airplanes to Dorval (which Grandpa would check) on their way to Europe

· After ferry command shut down after war worked for BOAC doing electrical checks, repairs, etc.
· Was sent to London for a course while working at BOAC

· Moved to nice house in Lachine in ~1954

· Took a vacation to Rome around 1956-1957 with wife
· Worked for 8 years for AirCanada doing AC electrical maintenance until retired in 1968 (at age 65)
· Worked for a year grooming and jogging horses in Widsor

· Stayed with Margo and her husband Lorn, wife stayed in Lacine

· Moved back to Montreal and spent a year doing grooming at Bluebonnets

· Worked for a QuebecAir looking after 707s until ~1974-75 

· Went to Spain in 1987

· While working for QuebecAir took vacation to Israel (payed for by QuebecAir) for 6 days
· Moved to Langley in 1995
· 2 knee surgeries, model patient due to fast recovery time

· Hip surgery in February 2002
Other

· Took vacation to Barbados to visit Edward Wong at some point around 1973-1974
